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CATHODE MATERIAL FOR AN
ALKALI-SULFUR CELL

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a method for preparing a
cathode material for an alkali-sulfur cell, an alkali-sulfur cell
or rather battery and an energy store.

2. Description of the Related Art

In order to produce batteries having a clearly greater
energy density, in lithium-sulfur battery technology, at this
time, (in brief: Li/S) is being researched. If the cathode of a
lithium-sulfur cell consisted completely of elemental sulfur,
in theory, an energy content of more than 1,000 Wh/kg could
be achieved. However, sulfur is neither ionically nor elec-
trically conductive, so that additives have to be added to the
cathode which clearly lower the theoretical value. In addi-
tion, during the discharge of a lithium-sulfur cell, elemental
sulfurr is usually reduced to soluble polysulfides S, *~. These
are able to diffuse into regions such as the anode region, in
which they are no longer able to participate in the electro-
chemical reaction of the subsequent charge/discharge
cycles. In addition, polysulfides may be dissolved in the
electrolyte which are not able to be reduced further. There-
fore, in practice at this time, sulfur utilization, and, with that,
the energy density of lithium-sulfur cells is clearly lower,
and is estimated to be between 400 Wh/kg and 600 Wh/kg.

Various concepts exist for raising the sulfur utilization.
Nazar et al. describe in Nature Materials, vol. 8, June 2009,
500-506, that carbon tubules favor retention of polysulfides
in the cathode space and at the same time take care of
sufficient conductivity.

Wang et al. describe in Advanced Materials, 14, 2002, No.
13-14, pp. 963-965 and Advanced Functional Materials, 13,
2003, No. 6, pp. 487-492, and Yu et al. describe in Journal
of Electroanalytical Chemistry, 573, 2004, 121-128 and
Journal of Power Sources, 146, 2005, 335-339 another
technology in which polyacrylonitrile (abb.: PAN) is heated
with an excess of elemental sulfur, the sulfur, on the one
hand, being cyclized to form a polymer having a conjugated
n-system while forming H, polyacrylonitrile, and on the
other hand, being bound in the cyclized matrix.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The subject matter of the present invention is a method for
preparing a cathode material for an alkali-sulfur cell, par-
ticularly a lithium-sulfur cell, which includes the method
step of:

a) mixing at least one polyacrylonitrile-sulfur composite
material and elemental sulfur having covalent sulfur-
carbon bonds.

By a polyacrylonitrile-sulfur composite material one may
particularly understand a composite material which is pro-
duced by reacting polyacrylonitrile with sulfur.

The sulfur atoms may be connected in the polyacryloni-
trile-sulfur composite material both directly, by covalent
sulfur-carbon bonds, and indirectly by one or more covalent
sulfur-sulfur bonds and one or more sulfur-carbon bonds to
the cyclized polyacrylonitrile skeleton.

In this context, at least a part of the sulfur atoms of the
polyacrylonitrile-sulfur composite material, for instance in
the form of polysulfide chains, may be covalently connected
with a cyclized polyacrylonitrile strand.

Alternatively or in addition, a part of the sulfur atoms of
the polyacrylonitrile-sulfur composite material, for example
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in the form of polysulfide chains, may be connected on both
sides intramolecularly to a cyclized polyacrylonitrile strand,
especially while forming a S-heterocycle condensed with the
cyclized polyacrylonitrile strand, and/or intermolecularly
with two cyclized polyacrylonitrile strands, especially while
forming a cross-link, particularly a polysulfide cross-link
between the cyclized polyacrylonitrile strands.

By the admixture of elemental sulfur, the average voltage,
which in the case of polyacrylonitrile-sulfur composite
materials is usually approximately 1.85 V may advanta-
geously be increased to about 2.05 V. At the same capaci-
tance, this advantageously means an increase in the energy
density of more than 10%.

In addition, because of the cathode material according to
the present invention, especially because of an improved
sulfur utilization, the system may have a higher capacitance
and cycle stability. For, an improvement in sulfur utilization
may be achieved, for one thing, in that the polyacrylonitrile-
sulfur composite material has a conductive surface, which is
able to be used for the reduction of the elemental sulfur,
which is not present in the initial state bound covalently or
unbound in the cathode material. For another thing, because
of the polyacrylonitrile-sulfur composite material, a migra-
tion of polysulfides created in the reduction of the elemental
sulfur, into the anode region, for example, may be inhibited
in that the covalently bound sulfur of the polyacrylonitrile-
sulfur composite material reacts with the polysulfides and
binds them covalently. In this instance, the polysulfide
anions may open sulfur cross-links in the polyacrylonitrile-
sulfur composite material, in each case two polysulfide
anions being created, which are bound covalently at one end
of'the chain to the cyclized polyacrylonitrile skeleton. In the
following reduction, such polysulfide chains may succes-
sively be built up. Since these polysulfide chains are cova-
lently bound to the cyclized polyacrylonitrile skeleton, they
also are no longer able to be dissolved detached by the
electrolyte. Thus, in this way, the sulfur utilization, and
consequently the voltage and the capacitance as well as the
cycle stability may advantageously be raised.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows a graph in which the specific capacitance,
with reference the sulfur weight of the cathode, is plotted of
one specific embodiment of a cathode material according to
the present invention, of elemental sulfur as such, as well as
of a polyacrilonitrile-sulfur composite material as such
against the cycle number.

FIG. 2 shows a graph in which, for the specific embodi-
ment shown in FIG. 1 of a cathode material according to the
present invention, for elemental sulfur as such, as well as for
a polyacrilonitrile-sulfur composite material as such, the
voltage is plotted against the specific capacitance, with
reference to the sulfur weight of the cathode.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

According to Yu et al. (Journal of Electroanalytical Chem-
istry, 573, 2004, 121-128 and Jounal of Power Sources, 146,
2005, 335-339), a polyacrylonitrile-sulfur composite mate-
rial having covalent sulfur-carbon bonds is able to be
prepared by an, in particular, one-stage reaction of poly-
acrylonitrile with elemental sulfur at a temperature of =300°
C.

Therefore, within the scope of a first specific embodiment,
in method step a) a polyacrylonitrile-sulfur composite mate-
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rial having covalent sulfur-carbon bonds is used, which is
prepared by a particularly one-stage reaction of polyacrylo-
nitrile with sulfur, especially elemental sulfur, at a tempera-
ture of 2300° C., particularly 2330° C., for example, =350°
C. or 2400° C. or 2450° C. The reaction may take place, in
this context, particularly in an inert gas atmosphere, such as
in an argon or nitrogen atmosphere.

Investigation has shown that a polyacrylonitrile-sulfur
composite material having covalent sulfur-carbon bonds
may even be prepared at lower temperatures than 300° C.,
for instance, in a single stage, a two-stage or a multi-stage
synthesis, in the presence of a catalyst and/or by an at least
two-stage method, in that, in a first method step, polyacry-
lonitrile is converted to cyclized polyacrylonitrile, the cycl-
ized polyacrylonitrile, in a second method step, being
reacted with sulfur to form polyacrylonitrile-sulfur compos-
ite material having covalent sulfur-carbon bonds.

Therefore, within the scope of a second specific embodi-
ment, in method step a), a polyacrylonitrile-sulfur composite
material having covalent sulfur-carbon bonds is used, which
is prepared by reacting polyacrylonitrile with sulfur, for
instance, in a one-step, two-step or multi-step synthesis, in
the presence of a catalyst.

The reaction temperature as well as the reaction time are
advantageously able to be reduced by the addition of a
catalyst. By the lowering of the reaction temperature, in
addition, the chain length of the polysulfides, that are
covalently bonded to the cyclized polyacrylonitrile, may be
increased. The reason for this is that elemental sulfur is
present at room temperature in the form of S; ... At
temperatures above room temperature, the sulfur is present
in the form of S chains of medium chain length, for
instance, from 6 to 26 sulfur atoms, or greater chain length,
such as 10% to 10° sulfur atoms. Above 187° C., a thermal
cracking process starts, and the chain length comes down
again. Beginning at 444.6° C. (the boiling point) gaseous
sulfur is present at a chain length of 1-8 atoms. The use of
a vulcanization catalyst has the advantage, in this instance,
that, at a lower temperature, longer intermolecular and/or
intramolecular cross-links bound covalently to, in particular,
cyclized polyacrylonitrile are able to be introduced into the
polyacrylonitrile-sulfur composite material. In turn, advan-
tageously, a higher sulfur content of the polyacrylonitrile-
sulfur composite material, and thus a higher capacitance and
energy density of the alkali-sulfur cell, particularly a
lithium-sulfur cell, to be equipped with the cathode material
may be achieved. To be sure, this may lead to a reduction in
the cycle stability, which may be compensated for, however,
by the selection of a suitable electrolyte.

Therefore, within the scope of one embodiment, in
method step a), a polyacrylonitrile-sulfur composite material
having covalent sulfur-carbon bonds is used, which has
polysulfide chains bound covalently to a polyacrylonitrile
skeleton, having a chain length of 2 sulfur atoms, particu-
larly =3 or =4 or =5 or =6 or =7 or =8 or =9 or =10 sulfur
atoms.

Within the scope of the second specific embodiment,
suitable catalysts are known from the technical field of
rubber vulcanization. The reaction is therefore preferably
carried out at least from time to time in the presence of a
vulcanization catalyst or a vulcanization accelerator. In
particular, the vulcanization catalyst or vulcanization accel-
erator may include at least one sulfide radical starter or be
made of it. The sulfide radical starter may particularly be
selected from the group made up of sulfide metal complexes,
such as may be obtained by the reaction of zinc oxide (ZnO)
and tetramethylthiuramide disulfide or N,N-dimethylthio-
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carbamate, sulfenamides, such as 2-mercaptobenzothiaz-
oylamine derivatives, and combinations thereof. The reac-
tion mixture may include, for example, =3 wt.-% to <5
wt.-% zinc oxide and possibly =0.5 wt.-% to =1 wt.-%
tetramethylthiuramide disulfide. In order to lower the reac-
tion speed or to end a reaction phase having a reaction speed
that is increased, for example, by the catalyst, the reaction
may be carried out at least from time to time in the presence
of a vulcanization inhibitor. Vulcanization inhibitors suitable
for this are also known from the technical field of rubber
vulcanization. For example, N-(cyclohexylthio)phthalamide
may be used as a vulcanization inhibitor. Because of using,
and the duration of using catalysts, particularly the vulca-
nization catalyst or vulcanization accelerator and/or vulca-
nization inhibitor, the properties of the polyacrylonitrile-
sulfur composite materials are able to be set specifically. The
reaction may take place, in this context, from time to time or
completely in an inert gas atmosphere, such as in an argon
or nitrogen atmosphere. The reaction may be carried out, in
this context, in less than 12 h, particularly less than 8 h, for
instance, in 5 hto 7 h, for example, in about 6 h. The reaction
may take place from time to time or completely at a
temperature in the range of =120° C. to <380° C., particu-
larly of 2150° C. to =350° C., for example of =180° C. to
=330° C., for example. In particular, during the reaction, first
a first temperature may be set, for instance, in a range of
2250° C. to =600° C., particularly of 2300° C. to =500° C.,
for example of =330° C. to =450° C., and then a second
temperature may be set, which is lower than the first
temperature, such as in the range of =120° C. to =250° C.,
particularly of 2150° C. to =250° C., for example of =180°
C. to =200° C. In this context, the phase within which the
second temperature is set, may in particular be longer than
the phase in which the first temperature is set. By the first
temperature phase, a cyclization of the polyacrylonitrile may
be effected. During the second temperature phase, essen-
tially the development may take place of covalent sulfur-
carbon bonds. In this case, because a lower temperature is
set, as was explained before, longer polysulfide chains may
be linked to the cyclized polyacrylonitrile skeleton. The
reaction preferably takes place, in this case, at a temperature
of <300° C. If necessary, the catalyst and perhaps the
inhibitor are removed partially or completely in a removal
step.

Within the scope of a third specific embodiment, in
method step a), a polyacrilonitrile-sulfur composite material
having covalent sulfur-carbon bonds is used, which is pre-
pared by a method in which, in a first method step, polyac-
rilonitrile is converted to cyclized polyacrilonitrile, and in a
second method step, the cyclized polyacrilonitrile is con-
verted to a polyacrilonitrile-sulfur composite material hav-
ing covalent sulfur-carbon bonds.

In the first method step, in this instance, first an electri-
cally conductive basis in the form of the electrically con-
ductive, cyclized polyacrilonitrile (ScCPAN) may be formed,
for example. In the second method step, the reaction with the
electrochemically active sulfur is able to take place, in
particular, the latter being bound covalently to the electri-
cally conductive skeleton of cyclized polyacrilonitrile, while
there is formation of polyacrilonitrile-sulfur composite
material (ScPAN). By separation into two partial reactions,
the reaction conditions may advantageously be optimized to
the respective reaction.

The first method step, in this context, is similar to a
dehydrogenation reaction known from the preparation of
carbon fiber, the second method step being similar to a
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reaction from an additional field that is quite different,
namely the vulcanization reaction of rubber.

Within the scope of a third specific embodiment, a poly-
acrilonitrile-sulfur composite material having a specified
structure is able to be prepared, which may be used as
cathode material for alkali-sulfur cells, especially lithium-
sulfur cells, particularly in order to achieve a good long-term
stability or an electrochemical cycle stability. In particular,
a polyacrilonitrile-sulfur composite material thus prepared,
by contrast to the polyacrilonitrile-sulfur composite materi-
als prepared according to Yu et al., may have less or
essentially no thioamide unit (S——CR(NR'R"), particularly
S—CR(NHR")).

Within the scope of another embodiment, in method step
a), therefore, a polyacrilonitrile-sulfur composite material
having covalent sulfur-carbon bonds, whose proportion of
sulfur atoms bound in a thioamide unit, in relation to the
total number of sulfur atoms in the polyacrilonitrile-sulfur
composite material amounts to =25 atom-percent, particu-
larly =20 atom-percent or <15 atom-percent, for instance,
=10 atom-percent. In thioamide units the sulfur already has
an oxidation number of -2, and in response to its use in a
cathode of an alkali-sulfur cell, particularly a lithium-sulfur
cell, it cannot in theory be further reduced. Consequently,
the sulfur of thioamide units lowers the theoretical sulfur
utilization of the cathode material. In the method according
to the present invention, because the creation of thioamide
units is able to be reduced or even prevented, the polyac-
rilonitrile-sulfur composite material prepared in this way
advantageously has a better sulfur utilization.

Within the scope of the third specific embodiment, the
first method step is able to take place particularly in an
oxygen-containing atmosphere, for example, an air atmo-
sphere or an oxygen atmosphere. For example, the first
method step may take place at a temperature in the range of
=150° to =500° C., particularly of 2150° C. to =330° C. or
=300° C. or =280° C., for example, of =2230° C. to <270° C.
The reaction time of the first method step may advanta-
geously amount to less than 3 h, particularly less than 2 h,
for example, less than 1 h. The first method step may take
place particularly in the presence of a cyclizing catalyst.
Catalysts known from carbon fiber preparation may be used,
for example, as cyclizing catalysts. The reaction temperature
and/or the reaction time of the first method step are advan-
tageously able to be reduced by the addition of a cyclizing
catalyst. In the first method step, the reaction mixture is
preferably mixed occasionally or continuously. The second
method step may take place particularly in an inert gas
atmosphere, such as in an argon or nitrogen atmosphere. The
reaction time of the second method step may advantageously
amount to less than 8 h, for example less than 1 hto 7 h, for
example, less than 3 h. The second method step of the third
specific embodiment is preferably carried out at least from
time to time in the presence of a vulcanization catalyst,
explained within the scope of the second specific embodi-
ment, or in the presence of a vulcanization accelerator and/or
vulcanization inhibitor.

Within the scope of the first, second and third specific
embodiment, it is basically possible to add both elemental
sulfur and a sulfur compound, particularly one which reacts
with, particularly cyclized polyacrilonitrile, while forming a
covalent sulfur-carbon bond. However, within the scope of
the first, second and third specific embodiment, elemental
sulfur, particularly sublimed elemental sulfur is added.
Elemental sulfur, particularly sublimed elemental sulfur, is
advantageously cost-effective and comparatively simple to
handle.
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Within the scope of the first, second and third specific
embodiment, sulfur is preferably used in excess. Within the
scope of the first, second and third specific embodiment, for
example, the weight ratio of sulfur to, particularly cyclized
polyacrilonitrile may amount to =1:1, particularly =1.5:1,
for example =2:1, for example =3:1, and/or <20:1, particu-
larly =15:1 or <10:1, for example <5:1 or <3:1 or <2,5:1 or
<2:1. The elemental sulfur used in excess during the prepa-
ration may remain in the composite material, or it may be
removed, depending on the process guidance, for instance,
by sublimation at high reaction temperatures and/or by a
removal step, for instance, by extraction, such as Soxhlet
extraction, particularly using a nonpolar solvent or solvent
mixture, such as toluol.

Therefore, conditioned upon the preparation, the polyac-
rilonitrile-sulfur composite material may itself include
elemental sulfur. The latter, in particular not covalently
bound elemental sulfur in the polyacrilonitrile-sulfur com-
posite material preparation remaining or excessive in the
polyacrilonitrile-sulfur composite material should not be
understood to be the elemental sulfur used in method step a).
In other words, provided the polyacrilonitrile-sulfur com-
posite material itself includes elemental sulfur, one should
understand by the elemental sulfur, used in method step a),
additionally added elemental sulfur.

Within the scope of another specific embodiment, the
method furthermore includes method step b): Admixing at
least one electrically conductive additive, especially selected
from the group made up of soot, graphite, carbon fibers,
carbon nanotubes and mixtures thereof. In this context,
method step b) may take place before method step a),
simultaneously with it or after it. The electrically conductive
additive may, for instance, be mixed with the composite
material, the elemental sulfur being admixed subsequently.
Or, in reverse, the electrically conductive additive may first
be mixed with the elemental sulfur, the composite material
being subsequently admixed. In particular, the electrically
conductive additive may be admixed to a mixture of com-
posite material and elemental sulfur.

Within the scope of another specific embodiment, the
method furthermore includes method step ¢): Admixing at
least one binding agent, for instance, polyvinylidene fluoride
(PVDF) and/or polytetrafiuoroethylene (PTFE). In this con-
text, method step ¢) may take place before method step a)
and/or b), partially simultaneously with them or after them.
The binding agent may, for instance, be mixed first with the
composite material, the elemental sulfur being admixed
subsequently. Or, in reverse, the binding agent may first be
mixed with the elemental sulfur, the composite material
being subsequently admixed. Or, the binding agent may first
be mixed with the electrically conductive additive, for
example, the resulting mixture subsequently being admixed
to the mixture of composite material and elemental sulfur,
etc. In particular, the binding agent may be admixed to a
mixture of composite material and elemental sulfur and
perhaps electrically conductive additive.

Within the scope of an additional specific embodiment, in
method step a), particularly =10 wt.-% to =90 wt.-%, for
example =210 wt.-% to =30 wt.-%, of polyacrilonitrile-sulfur
composite material and =5 wt.-% to =60 wt.-%, for example
230 wt.-% to =60 wt.-%, of elemental sulfur are mixed.

Within the scope of a further specific embodiment, in
method step b) =0.1 wt.-% to <30 wt.-%, for example =5
wt.-% to =20 wt.-%, of electrically conductive additives are
admixed.
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Within the scope of a still further specific embodiment, in
method step ¢) =0.1 wt.-% to =30 wt.-%, for example =5
wt.-% to =20 wt.-%, of binding agent are admixed.

The sum of the weight-percentage values of polyacrilo-
nitrile-sulfur composite material, elemental sulfur, electri-
cally conductive additives and binding agents may add up to
a total of 100 wt.-%, in this context.

Within the scope of an additional specific embodiment, in
method step a) as much elemental sulfur is used so that the
sulfur proportion of the polyacrilonitrile-sulfur composite
material and of the, particularly admixed elemental sulfur, in
total, amounts to =30 Gew.-%, particularly =50 Gew.-%, for
example =60 Gew.-%, with reference to the total weight of
the cathode material.

The cathode material may include, particularly in the
form of a cathode material slurry, for preparing a cathode,
furthermore at least one solvent, such as N-methyl-2-pyr-
rolidone. Such a cathode material slurry may be applied, for
instance by a doctor blade, to a carrier material such as an
aluminum plate or foil. The solvents are preferably removed
again after the application of the cathode material and before
assembly of the lithium-sulfur cell, preferably completely by
a drying method.

The cathode material carrier material system may be
subdivided subsequently to form several cathode material
carrier material units, by stamping or cutting.

The cathode material carrier material system or the cath-
ode material carrier material units are able to be installed
with a lithium metal anode, the latter in the form of a plate
or foil, to form a lithium-sulfur cell.

In this instance, an electrolyte may be added that will be
explained below.

A further subject matter of the present invention is a
cathode material for an alkali-sulfur cell, particularly for a
lithium-sulfur cell, which is prepared according to a method
according to the present invention.

A further subject matter of the present invention is an
alkali-sulfur cell or an alkali-sulfur battery having an alkali-
containing, particularly a lithium-containing anode and a
cathode, the cathode including a cathode material according
to the present invention.

In this context, the anode may particularly be an alkali
metal anode, especially a lithium metal anode, for example,
in the form of a plate or foil, made, for instance, of metallic
lithium.

Within the scope of one further specific embodiment, the
alkali-sulfur cell or the alkali-sulfur battery includes an
electrolyte particularly of at least one electrolytic solution
agent and at least one conducting salt.

The electrolytic solution agent may basically be selected
from the group made up of carbonic acid esters, particularly
cyclic or acyclic carbonates, lactones, ethers, particularly
cyclic or acyclic ethers and combinations thereof. The
electrolytic solution agent may include diethyl carbonate
(DEC), dimethyl carbonate (DMC), propylene carbonate
(PC), ethylene carbonate (EC), 1,3-dioxolane (DOL), 1,2-
dimethoxyethane (DME) or a combination thereof, or it may
be made thereof. The conducting salt may be selected, for
example, from the group made up of lithium hexafluoro-
phosphate (LiPFy), lithium bis(trifluoromethylsulfonyl)im-
ide (LiTFSI), lithium tetrafluoroborate (LiBF,), lithium tri-
fluoromethanesulfonate  (LiCF;SO;), lithium chlorate
(LiCIO,), lithium bis(oxalato)borate (LiBOB), lithium fluo-
ride (LiF), lithium nitrate (LiNO,), lithium hexafluoroars-
enate (LiAsF, and combinations thereof.

Within the scope of an additional specific embodiment,
the electrolytic solution agent is selected from the group
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made up of cyclic ethers, acyclic ethers and combinations
thereof, and/or includes or is the conducting salt lithium
bis(trifluoromethylsulfonyl)imide (LiTFSI). This electro-
Iytic solution agent or rather this conducting salt have
proven advantageous for cathode materials according to the
present invention, particularly in order to avoid reactions
between the elemental sulfur and the electrolyte.

One additional subject matter of the present invention is
an energy store, particularly a mobile or stationary energy
store, which includes an alkali-sulfur cell or an alkali-sulfur
battery according to the present invention, particularly a
lithium-sulfur cell or a lithium-sulfur battery. The energy
store may, for instance, be an energy store for a vehicle, such
as an electric or a hybrid vehicle or an electric tool or electric
unit, for instance, a screwdriver or a garden device, or an
electronic unit, such as a portable computer and/or a tele-
communications unit, such as a mobile phone, PDA or a high
energy storage system for a home or a plant. Since the
alkali-sulfur cells or alkali-sulfur batteries have a very high
energy density, they are particularly suitable for vehicles and
stationary storage systems, such as high energy storage
systems for homes or plants.

EXAMPLES
Example 1
Synthesis According to Yu et al.

elemental sulfur and polyacrilonitrile were mixed and
reacted in an argon atmosphere at 300° C. to form a
polyacrilonitrile-sulfur composite material. The resulting
polyacrilonitrile-sulfur composite material contained both
covalently bound and unbound sulfur. The sulfur proportion
of bound and unbound sulfur amounted in sum to 42 wt.-%
with reference to the total weight of the polyacrilonitrile-
sulfur composite material.

Example 2

70 wt.-% polyacrilonitrile-sulfur composite material from
example 1 were processed with a solvent, 15 wt.-% soot and
15 wt.-% binding agent to form a cathode material slurry.

Example 3

70 wt.-% of elemental sulfur were processed with a
solvent, 15 wt.-% soot and 15 wt.-% binding agent to form
a cathode material slurry.

Example 4a

17.24 wt.-% of polyacrilonitrile-sulfur composite material
from example 1 were processed with 52.76 wt.-% elemental
sulfur, 15 wt.-% binding agent and a solvent, to form a
cathode material slurry. Since the polyacrilonitrile-sulfur
composite material contained a total of 42 wt.-% sulfur,
which in the case of 17.24 wt.-% polyacrilonitrile-sulfur
composite material corresponds to 7.24 wt.-% of the mixture
to be prepared, the total sulfur proportion of the mixture (the
sum of the sulfur proportion of the composite material of
7.24 wt.-% and of the elemental sulfur of 52.76 wt.-%) was
approximately 60 wt.-% with reference to the total weight of
the mixture.

Example 4b

34.48 wt.-% of polyacrilonitrile-sulfur composite material
from example 1 were processed with 35.52 wt.-% elemental
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sulfur, 15 wt.-% soot, 15 wt5.-% binding agent and a
solvent, to form a cathode material slurry. Since the poly-
acrilonitrile-sulfur composite material contained a total of
42 wt.-% sulfur, which in the case of 34.48 wt.-% polyac-
rilonitrile-sulfur composite material corresponds to 14.48
wt.-% of the mixture to be prepared, the total sulfur pro-
portion of the mixture (the sum of the sulfur proportion of
the composite material of 14.48 wt.-% and of the elemental
sulfur of 35.52 wt.-%) was approximately 50 wt.-% with
reference to the total weight of the mixture.

The cathode slurries of Examples 2, 3 and 4a were each
doctored onto an aluminum foil and the resulting layer was
dried. Subsequently, cathodes were stamped out of the
cathode material carrier material systems and installed with
a lithium anode to form a lithium-sulfur cell. In the case of
Example 2, as the electrolyte, LiPF, in ethylene carbonate
(EC): diethyl carbonate (DEC):dimethyl carbonate(DMC)
(2:2:1) was used, and in the case of Examples 3 and 4a,
LiTFSI in dioxolane(DOL):dimethyl carbonate(DME) (1:1)
was used. The cells thus produced were measured.

FIG. 1 shows that cathode material 1 of Example 4a has
both a higher specific capacitance, with reference to the
sulfur weight of the cathode, than cathode material 2 based
on elemental sulfur as such of Example 3 than also cathode
material 3 based on the polyacrilonitrile-sulfur composite
material as such of Example 2.

In addition, FIG. 1 shows that cathode material 1 of
Example 4a has a better cycle stability than cathode material
3 based on polyacrilonitrile-sulfur composite material as
such of Example 2, and a similar cycle stability to cathode
material 2 based on elemental sulfur as such of Example 3.

FIG. 2 shows that cathode material 1 of Example 4a has
a higher energy density than cathode material 2 based on
elemental sulfur as such of Example 3 and than cathode
material 3 based on the polyacrilonitrile-sulfur composite
material as such of Example 2.

FIGS. 1 and 2 show that, by the combination of a
polyacrilonitrile-sulfur composite material with elemental
sulfur, a synergystic effect and altogether a higher voltage,
capacitance and energy density are able to be achieved.

What is claimed is:

1. A method for preparing a cathode material for an
alkali-sulfur cell, the method comprising:

a) mixing (1) at least one polyacrilonitrile-sulfur compos-
ite material that includes covalent sulfur-carbon bonds
with (2) elemental sulfur;

wherein the polyacrilonitrile-sulfur composite material is
prepared by a reaction of polyacrilonitrile with sulfur in
the presence of a catalyst.

2. The method as recited in claim 1, wherein the polyac-
rilonitrile-sulfur composite material is prepared by a reac-
tion of polyacrilonitrile with sulfur at a temperature of 2300°
C.

3. A method for preparing a cathode material for an
alkali-sulfur cell, the method comprising:

a) mixing (1) at least one polyacrilonitrile-sulfur compos-
ite material that includes covalent sulfur-carbon bonds
with (2) elemental sulfur;

wherein the polyacrilonitrile-sulfur composite material
includes polysulfide chains bound covalently to a poly-
acrilonitrile skeleton, having a chain length of at least
three sulfur atoms.
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4. The method as recited in claim 1, wherein the polyac-
rilonitrile-sulfur composite material is prepared by a method
in which, in a first step, polyacrilonitrile is converted to
cyclized polyacrilonitrile, and in a second step, the cyclized
polyacrilonitrile is converted with sulfur to a polyacriloni-
trile-sulfur composite material having the covalent sulfur-
carbon bonds.

5. A method for preparing a cathode material for an
alkali-sulfur cell, the method comprising:

a) mixing (1) at least one polyacrilonitrile-sulfur compos-
ite material that includes covalent sulfur-carbon bonds
with (2) elemental sulfur;

wherein the polyacrilonitrile-sulfur composite material
includes sulfur atoms bound in a thioamide unit at a
proportion of =25 atom-percent in relation to the total
number of sulfur atoms in the polyacrilonitrile-sulfur
composite material.

6. A method for preparing a cathode material for an

alkali-sulfur cell, the method comprising:

a) mixing (1) at least one polyacrilonitrile-sulfur compos-
ite material that includes covalent sulfur-carbon bonds
with (2) elemental sulfur; and

b) admixing an electrically conductive additive including
at least one of soot, graphite, carbon fibers, and carbon
nanotubes.

7. The method as recited in claim 6, further comprising:

¢) admixing a binding agent including at least one of
polyvinylidene fluoride and polytetrafluoroethylene.

8. The method as recited in claim 7, wherein at least one
of:

in method step a), =10 wt.-% to <30 wt.-% of polyacrilo-
nitrile-sulfur composite material and =30 wt.-% to =60
wt.-% of elemental sulfur are mixed;

in method step b), =5 wt.-% to =20 wt.-% of the electri-
cally conductive additive is admixed; and

in method step ¢), =5 wt.-% to =20 wt.-% of the binding
agent is admixed.

9. The method as recited in claim 7, wherein the amount
of elemental sulfur used in method step a) is selected such
that the sulfur proportion of the polyacrilonitrile-sulfur
composite material and of the elemental sulfur, in total,
amounts to =50 Gew.-% with reference to the total weight of
the cathode material.

10. A cathode material for an alkali-sulfur cell, wherein
the cathode material is prepared by mixing (a) at least one
polyacrilonitrile-sulfur composite material that includes
covalent sulfur-carbon bonds with (b) elemental sulfur.

11. An alkali-sulfur cell, comprising:

an alkali-containing anode and a cathode;

wherein the cathode includes a cathode material prepared
by mixing (a) at least one polyacrilonitrile-sulfur com-
posite material that includes covalent sulfur-carbon
bonds with (b) elemental sulfur, and

wherein the alkali-sulfur cell includes an electrolyte made
up of at least one electrolytic solution agent and at least
one conducting salt, and wherein at least one of: (i) the
electrolytic solution agent includes at least one of
cyclic ethers and acyclic ethers; and (ii) the conducting
salt includes lithium bis(triffuoromethylsulfonyl)imide.

12. The alkali-sulfur cell as recited in claim 11, wherein
the alkali-sulfur cell is part of an energy store.
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